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WASHINGTON "'May 18 — In a'move
‘| with potential ramxﬁcatlons for Ameri-
*| can foreign’ policy, the Central Intelli-
1 genice Agency has mcreased its estlmates‘

of Soviet oil productxon, an r agency’
'| spokesman said today. It .now says that
- during the 1880’s Moscow will still be able.
1 to meet 1ts energy needs without havmg
to import petroleum, ‘accordmg to ‘Ad-
ministration officials. ¢-

The “officials said tod’ay that "a new
4, CL Al study states that,  contrary to
previous agency “estimates, the Russians | =
will not be competing for Middle Eastern |
- orot.her forexgn sources of oil by 1985. The
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. By BERNARD GWERTZMAN
Specla! to The New York Times

' cials from the Carter Administration and.

study has already been discussed with
Western allies, the officials said.
Beginning in 1977, the £.1.A.'had pre-
dicted that Soviet oil production would
“start declining by 1980 and that by 1985
the Russians would have to import as3:
much as 3:5 million barréls a day for theif.}
needs. The C.I.A. now says that estimate
will not be borne out, the officials said.
The revision is attributed to increased |-
Smnet mvestment in oil production.

2. World's Largest Produoer ‘
- -‘I'he C.ILA. pro)ectlon is important be-
cause, 'following the Soviet intervention
in Afghanistan in December 1979, offi-
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would have led them to produce no more
than 8 million to 10 million barrels a day.
Now, a C.I.A. spokesman said today, the
agency estimates that by 1985 the Soviet
Union will produce 10 millior to 11 million
barrels a day. In addltlon, with Soviet

-ports by then, officials said. -,
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that the C.I.A. estimate for 1985 of 10
million to 11 million barrels may prove .
to be underestimates. The Russians’
-~ own projection of oil production in the
- 12.9 million barrels a day by 1985.« - * ';
. Two months ago, Defense Secretary .~
W. Weinberger,” in justifying
the Administration’s case for increas-
ing the American military presence in*,
the Persian Gulf area, said that reg:on
- “is and will be the fulcrum of conten-, -
tion for the foreseeable future.”” § ; " |-
J ““The Soviet Union will almost cer-
:  tainly become a net energy importer,’’
- he said. *“This, coupled with their eoo-
'namic necessitv for eventual access to
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-o- ob]ecnve of denymg access to oil by the

patural gas “production rising, there_.
seems to be no need for Soviet energy im- o

*  Some State Department off:cxhls said

. current five-year plan is 12.4 million to _.~..

later t.he Reagan Administrations cited
1 the Soviet “need” to .import oil as a ra-
]| tionale for the Soviet moves to brmg
troops ‘closer to the Persxan Gulf

The Soviet Umon has reported that its
oil productlon in’ fact, has gradually
‘risen and is now about 12.1 million bar-
rels a day, making it the largest producer |
1| of petroleum in the world. Saudi Arabia’is
second and the Umted States third. The
Russians remain net exporters ofoil. '

Until the latest estimate, the C.1.A. had
predlcted that by 1985 a Russian decline
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the Gulf oil basis, is theif 1011&‘1'31183' also sald that the Russians were put-
increased stress on conservation’

and that they plan to raise their whole-

sale prices next year, the first time this

has been done since 1967. -~ . .
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Marshall I Goldman, assocmte dJ-'_
rector of the Russian Research Center |
at Harvard, said_today that James
Noren, a C.I.A. analyst, discussed the D
latest ‘Soviet oil projections at a semi- .}"
nar at the center last week." '+ i
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‘Mr. Goldman, who had been sharply -
critical of the earlier C.I.A. &sﬂmats, ;
said that the new projection ‘“‘means ; . . -
first of all that we should at least allow 3
for the fact that the Soviets are not des-*
perate for petroleum.”. - -!- a o v
“'So far, we have been conducting our'*] ,
foreign policy on a worst-case sce-{ |
nario,” Mr. Goldman said. ‘“The esti-’i N
mates that have been governing policy: . . i . . -
bave been proven wrong so far. Itdoes-; .o : <

n’t mean that the Soviets are nowj
benevolent in the Middle East, but?
those who think the Russians must go:
into the Middle East for oil are wrong."’ .

Mr. Noren, in his discussion at Har- - ’ ~
vard attributed the new, higher pro-* o=
jection to forecasts based on increased :
Soviet investment in oil production. He‘

Decl‘assmed and Approved For Release 2013/12/23 : CIA-RDP92B00478R000800030018-2




